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Our Itinerary - Data Collection and Criteria

While we could have trusted our local guides blindly, we chose to meet them 
personally. And we even went beyond meeting in one-on-one interviews: we 
brought together all guides that came our way and were willing to share their 
knowledge to discuss their ideas for this travel catalogue.

Of course, special guests need a special room to converse and spark their 
creativity. Hence, we brought along our Europe Dome under which the 
European Public Sphere emerges and built it in public spaces you might want to 
visit on your own journey through Europe - market squares, shopping centres, 
memorial sites, churches, parks. 

The Europe Dome is a wooden, geodetic structure and a public space that 
can’t help but captivate its audience.  Its 168 wooden beams join together 
in geometric triangles, penta- and hexagons. They symbolize the necessary 
democratic statics and cultural diversity of the common European home. Each 
beam contributes to the cohesion of the whole and is needed for its stability 
and progress. In total, constructing the Europe Dome takes about 3 hours - yes, 
every time. The size of the dome is carefully considered. With a diameter of 5 
meters and a height of 3.5 meters, the physical space of the European Public 
Sphere has a high recognition value. 

Inside the dome, up to 20 locals can take a seat on sustainable cardboard chairs. 
They share problems and experiences and merge creative ideas. They learn that 
the formation of political will is a joint process of hearing and being heard. 
Together, we burst filter bubbles, gather visions and develop solutions. The 
discussion round is neither too large and anonymous nor too small and private 
for guides to share their secrets. Even reserved locals take the courage to speak 
freely.

Are you wondering about our criteria for selecting local guides? To provide you 
with diversified recommendations of European topics:
• the Europe Dome is open to all interested representatives from the citizenry, 
civil society and the political sphere.
• it is a safe space: neutral, open to everyone regardless of colour or 
orientations. Main conversational rule: mutual respect.
• participants gather freely in the open-air geodesic lab to talk about Europe.
• all participants can enter and leave the dome at any time. 
• all conversations can be taken actively from within or from the outside of 
the open structure.
• coloured slips of paper are provided for written or drawn suggestions. 
 
 

THE EUROPEAN PUBLIC SPHERE

“I feel strengthened to take the subject of 
Europe into the discussion again and again 
in my own association, to develop it further, 
to think about what we can do to ensure 
that the fundamental democratic and social 
rights [...] are actually implemented.”  

Participant in Munster

“I think this is already a good initiative and 
that you should actually engage much more 
in dialogue with each other. And also with 
people with totally different opinions in or-
der to find out where exactly that sting is. 
And maybe you can take away a lot of fear.”

Participant in Zandvoort

“Why I was encouraged by the discussion? 
Because I believe that Europe stands in a 
long historical tradition of the Enlighten-
ment and what I found in the discussion 
here today were the principles of the En-
lightenment. Everyone is equal, everyone 
has a voice, a voice that must be taken seri-
ously, and we must defend that voice, which 
I believe is Europe. We must defend our own 
individual voice and opinion, and that in-
cludes dialogues at eye level.” 

Participant in Dusseldorf


